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They are all narrow and elongate in shape and are usually of
dull colouring.
The head is vertical and sharply constricted behind the eyes.
The antennae are variable in shape and differ in the sexes,
being flabellate or pectinate in the males and serrate in many
cases in the females. The thorax is as broad at the base as
the elytra, and is often produced at the base into a lobe covering
the scutellum. The elytra are narrow and pointed at the
apex, and are in many cases strongly dehiscent, leaving the
apical portion of the wings and abdomen exposed. The
number of free ventral segments varies. The legs are long,
with distinct tibial spurs, and toothed or pectinate claws.
The life-histories of some of these beetles are very interesting
inasmuch as many of the larvae are parasitic on wasps, and in
one case on cockroaches. The larva of Metcecus pamdoxus,
the one British species, is in its early stages very similar to the
Meloid larvae. There seems to be some doubt as to how the
young larvae gain access to the wasps' nests : whether the adult
lays the eggs in the dead wood from which the wasps obtain
their nesting material, and they thus get carried into the nest
with the shavings, or whether the larvae hatch out first and
attach themselves to the foraging wasps, remains a question.
Having by some means reached a cell in the nest, the larva
attacks the occupier and eats into its interior, where it feeds
for some time and grows considerably. Later it emerges from
the grub and moults, changing much in form ; it then con-
tinues to feed, and undergoes another moult, after which it
completely finishes its victim and pupates in the cell, emerging
as a beetle soon after. When full grown the larva is about
11 mm. long, and resembles a Crabro larva, being whitish,
flattened in front, with a small head and the last two segments
smaller than the rest, the apical one cleft and bearing an anal
tubercle. The adults may occasionally be found on flowers.
One species undergoes its larval stage in the root and stem of
a plant (Eryngium campestri) and pupates in a cocoon formed
on the outside of the stem.
The species (RhipipJiorus pectinicornis) parasitic on cock-
roaches is wingless and larviform in the female, who never
leaves the body of her cockroach host.
An interesting account of  Metcecus paradoxus has  been